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clinical care, research and education, 
CCHMC serves children and families in 
the greater Cincinnati community and 
has improved child health around the 
Nation and throughout the world. 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Med-
ical Center has grown significantly 
over the past 127 years, becoming one 
of the five largest employers in the re-
gion. Not only does the hospital pro-
vide outstanding patient care, but it is 
also responsible for many medical and 
research breakthroughs that have 
changed medicine forever. These break-
throughs include the oral polio vac-
cination and the invention of the first 
heart-lung machine, among many oth-
ers. 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
ranked in the top 10 in all pediatric 
specialty areas listed in the US News 
and World Report survey, and earned a 
top three spot on the survey’s honor 
roll. The hospital treats patients from 
all over the region as parents bring 
their children to Cincinnati to ensure 
the best treatment available. It is an 
honor to have such a prestigious and 
dedicated hospital in my hometown of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

I would like to recognize Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital for this tremendous 
accomplishment, which is a result of 
the hard work and dedication of many 
within the organization and commu-
nity. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE RANGELEY 
LAKES HERITAGE TRUST 

∑ Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, the 
Height of Land in Maine’s Rangeley 
Lakes Region is a crown jewel among 
my State’s abundant natural treasures. 
The panorama of lakes and mountains, 
streams and valleys, offered by this 
lofty perch in the Western Mountains, 
is among the most spectacular sights 
in New England. 

I rise today to congratulate a re-
markable group of local citizens, the 
Rangeley Lakes Heritage Trust, for 
their hard work and commitment over 
more than 2 decades to protect and pre-
serve this extraordinary place and to 
make it accessible to all. The Height of 
Land Overlook on the Rangeley Lakes 
National Scenic Byway, officially dedi-
cated on July 15, 2012, demonstrates 
the great partnership they have formed 
with State and Federal Government, 
conservation organizations, businesses, 
and neighbors to achieve lasting ac-
complishments. 

Since the Rangeley Lakes Heritage 
Trust was formed in 1991, it has con-
served more than 12,800 acres of land, 
including 45 miles of lake and river 
frontage, 15 islands, and the com-
manding 2,443-foot Bald Mountain, so 
that these features might be accessed 
and enjoyed by residents and visitors 
forever. The Height of Land Overlook 
has converted a narrow and dangerous 
corridor into a spacious, safe, and wel-

coming place for inspiration and reflec-
tion. 

To complete this outstanding 
project, the Rangeley Lakes Heritage 
Trust brought together a wide range of 
people and organizations into a com-
mon cause. It overcame the boundaries 
between towns, bridged the divide be-
tween government agencies, and 
worked collaboratively with the pri-
vate sector. The commitment by the 
Maine Department of Transportation is 
especially commendable. 

In 2009, I was pleased to help secure 
$2.9 million in U.S. Department of 
Transportation funding for this impor-
tant project. It is essential that the 
Federal Government be a strong mem-
ber of partnerships to preserve our nat-
ural treasures, enhance recreation, pro-
mote economic growth, and help pro-
tect the environment. The Height of 
Land Overlook and the conservation 
walk that will be completed next 
spring will help make this area a na-
tional destination. 

Sir Edmund Hillary said that, ‘‘Peo-
ple do not decide to become extraor-
dinary. They decide to accomplish ex-
traordinary things.’’ Like that famous 
mountaineer, the citizens who came to-
gether to establish the Rangeley Lakes 
Heritage Trust had a lofty goal. They 
not only reached the summit, they 
went far beyond. Their amazing success 
speaks volumes about the commitment 
that the people of Maine have to pre-
serve our special places and to share 
them with all Americans.∑ 
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MICHAEL N. CASTLE TRAIL 

∑ Mr. COONS. Mr. President, yesterday 
we recognized the vision and tireless 
efforts of former Congressman Mike 
Castle of Delaware to develop a rec-
reational trail along the Chesapeake 
and Delaware—or C&D—Canal and 
broke ground for its construction. 

The C&D Canal, managed by the 
Philadelphia District of the Army 
Corps of Engineers, has been in oper-
ation since 1829. Today it is one of the 
busiest working waterways in the 
world, with over 25,000 vessels passing 
through it each year. The canal is a 
critical commercial waterway serving 
the ports of Wilmington, Baltimore, 
and Philadelphia. The C&D Canal is 
bordered by a 16-mile stretch of flat, 
uninterrupted land, perfect for a trail, 
and surrounded by more than 7,500 
acres of public land, creating a unique 
and safe environment for 
recreationists. In 2004 Congressman 
Castle saw these assets as an ideal op-
portunity to enhance the canal’s exist-
ing resources by adding a recreational 
trail. 

Under Congressman Castle’s leader-
ship, a working group was formed in 
2004 with representatives from the 
State of Delaware, New Castle County, 
the Army Corps, Delaware City, Chesa-
peake City, the State of Maryland, and 
recreation groups. In 2005 and 2006 pub-
lic workshops were held to solicit ideas 
and comments from local residents re-

garding potential recreational uses 
along the C&D Canal. In March 2006 a 
concept plan was completed by the 
working group, recommending the cre-
ation of a recreational trail along the 
canal to be used by walkers, joggers, 
cyclists, and equestrians. In 2007 design 
work for the trail began and environ-
mental assessments were completed, 
and in 2009 trail design was completed. 

Congressman Castle was instru-
mental in obtaining resources for the 
trail. In addition to supporting efforts 
to acquire state and local funding, he 
also secured a total of $2.2 million in 
public lands highways discretionary 
awards in fiscal years 2008, 2009, and 
2010 from the Federal Highway Admin-
istration to go toward planning and 
construction of the trail. 

Congressman Castle’s vision and 
years of work to build a trail along the 
C&D Canal were not forgotten when he 
left office. Recognizing the tremendous 
benefits that could be realized by the 
trail, the delegation picked up the 
project where Castle left off. Since 
then, the delegation has worked with 
the Federal Highway Administration, 
the State of Delaware, New Castle 
County, the recreation community, 
and others to reinvigorate the working 
group and secure additional funding to 
build the first phase of the recreational 
trail along the banks of the Chesa-
peake and Delaware Canal. 

The recreational trail along the C&D 
Canal will provide a common link to 
communities across the States of Dela-
ware and Maryland from Chesapeake 
City to Delaware City. It will create a 
safe and inviting recreational oppor-
tunity along the canal and will bring 
families and other groups to hike, bicy-
cle, jog, skate, or ride horseback along 
the trail. Local business, including res-
taurants and shops, will reap the bene-
fits of this increased tourism to the 
area. The C&D Canal trail will also 
support healthy lifestyles through out-
door recreation. The trail will improve 
safety along the canal and increase the 
appeal and land value of residential de-
velopments in the area. The C&D Canal 
recreation trail will be an attractive 
asset for the Middletown, Odessa, and 
Townsend region that will draw new 
residents to the area. 

Congressman Castle long ago em-
braced the notion that the C&D Canal 
is like an emerald necklace draped 
across the northern portion of our 
beautiful State, and we are so very 
pleased that this jewel will be named 
after our dear friend. 

Yesterday, the Delaware Department 
of Transportation broke ground on 
phase I of the recreational trail. This 
first phase will complete approxi-
mately 9 miles of the trail from Dela-
ware City to just beyond Summit Ma-
rina in Delaware, including the con-
struction of two trail heads, parking 
areas, and comfort stations. 

Honoring Congressman Mike Castle’s 
longtime support of recreational and 
commuter-oriented greenways and 
trails in Delaware and across the Na-
tion, as well as his vision, leadership, 
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